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Today, it is $15,088,441,787,407.62. We’ve 

added $10,287,036,612,113.34 dollars to our 
debt in 16 years. This is $10 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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FAIRNESS FOR HIGH-SKILLED 
IMMIGRANTS ACT OF 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JEFF FLAKE 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2011 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
support H.R. 3012, The Fairness for High- 
Skilled Immigrants Act. 

I congratulate my colleague from Utah and 
my colleague, the esteemed chair of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for moving this bill 
through the committee process and bringing it 
to the floor. I am pleased to be a cosponsor. 

This bill will eliminate per-country limits on 
employment-based immigration, which limit the 
total employment-based immigration from any 
one country to just seven percent of the over-
all number of visas allowed. 

While there may have been a rationale for 
per-country limits in the past, currently they 
have created a bottleneck for those seeking to 
legally emigrate from high population coun-
tries. These high population countries also 
happen to be countries from which a large 
percentage of high-skilled workers come. 

Simply put, H.R. 3012 will reform our em-
ployment-based immigration such that our 
economy will have better access to the best 
and the brightest in the world. 

The value of foreign-born, high-skilled talent 
simply cannot be overstated. 

For example, researchers at Duke Univer-
sity and University of California—Berkeley 
found that, from 1995 to 2005, more than a 
quarter of engineering and technology compa-
nies started in the U.S. had at least one for-
eign-born founder and in 2006 these compa-
nies employed 450,000 workers and produced 
$52 billion in sales. 

Facilitating U.S. industry having access to 
the best and the brightest from around the 
world is crucial to ensuring that we stay on the 
leading edge of global innovation. 

Given the economic realities we face, these 
reforms could not come at a better time and 
this legislation has received support from 
CompeteAmerica, the Information Technology 
Industry Council, TechAmerica, and Immigra-
tion Voice. 

This bill is the right policy at the right time 
and it is my hope that it moves through the 
legislative process and ultimately lands on the 
President’s desk expeditiously. 

In addition, Congress can and should con-
tinue to look for fixes to our current approach 
to legal immigration that will benefit our econ-
omy. 

For example, there is a growing consensus 
that steps should be taken to ensure that we 
are able to retain foreign-born graduates with 
advanced degrees in science, technology, en-
gineering, and math, as opposed to losing 
them to countries with which we compete. 

I look forward to working with the Chairman 
and my colleagues on commonsense reforms 
that can help the U.S. retain its competitive 

edge and remain at the forefront of the global 
marketplace. 
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RECOGNITION OF MAJOR ALISON 
HAMILTON 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2011 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and pay tribute to Major Alison 
Hamilton, United States Army, on the occasion 
of her departure from the Army House Liaison 
Office to deploy to Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

I, and many other members of this chamber, 
have had the pleasure of working with her as 
she has served as a part of the U.S. Army Of-
fice of Legislative Affairs, and prior to that, 
when she served as a Congressional Fellow in 
my office. 

In 1999, while still a West Point cadet, 
Major Hamilton was awarded the Soldier’s 
Medal—the Army’s highest peacetime award 
for bravery—‘‘for heroism above and beyond 
the call of duty’’ following the terrorist bombing 
of the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, on Au-
gust 7, 1998 when she risked her life to res-
cue others. 

Following her graduation from West Point, 
Major Hamilton was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in the United States Army. During 
her 13-year career, she has served as platoon 
leader for companies of Military Police in Ger-
many and Kosovo and as the Battalion S-1 for 
the 709th Military Police Battalion. For 19 
months, she commanded the 212th Military 
Police Detachment stationed in Fort Belvoir, 
VA before deploying to Arifjan, Kuwait to serve 
as the theatre operations officer in the only 
strategically deployable Field Army head-
quarters in the U.S. Army. Upon redeploy-
ment, Major Hamilton went on to share her 
field experience with cadets at the Valley 
Forge Military College where she served as 
the Battalion S-3 and Assistant Professor of 
Military Science. 

In 2010, she joined my personal office as a 
Congressional Fellow tasked with assisting me 
in my work on the House Armed Services 
Committee and quickly became an integral 
and important part of our team, demonstrating 
the same level of leadership, maturity, dedica-
tion, insight and intelligence that have been 
the hallmarks of her career. Alie took initiative 
to help me pursue several legislative initiatives 
and served as a valuable resource to me and 
my staff. Her warm personality and even tem-
perament mixed with her thorough attention to 
details and intelligence made her a reliable 
and trusted member of our team. Even after 
her yearlong commitment was completed, she 
remains a regular visitor to my office but we 
miss her daily presence. 

Following her fellowship, Major Hamilton 
was assigned to the Army House Liaison Of-
fice as a Legislative Liaison where she contin-
ued her dedicated service to the Congress 
and to the Army. Throughout her assignment 
to the House of Representatives, Major Ham-
ilton has been a superb representative of 
Army values. 

It is my great honor to congratulate Major 
Alison Hamilton on her service to the Army 
and our Nation and I ask my colleagues to join 

me in recognizing the remarkable accomplish-
ments of this soldier, citizen, and friend. We 
wish her a safe and successful deployment 
and a speedy return home. 
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HONORING OLD MISSION SANTA 
BARBARA ON ITS 225TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2011 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 225th anniversary of the 
Old Mission Santa Barbara in Santa Barbara, 
California. This is a momentous occasion. 
Founded by Father Fermon Lasuon on the 
Feast of St. Barbara on Dec. 4, 1786, the Old 
Mission Santa Barbara has been administered 
by the Franciscan Order since its founding, 
making it the oldest continually operating 
church in California. 

The Old Mission is an exceptional example 
of both neo-classical architectural design with 
Mexican, Spanish and native Indian influence, 
and a rare, lasting example of Chumash 
sculpture and craftsmanship. Throughout the 
Santa Barbara Mission’s 225 year history, it 
has served as the signature building of the 
Santa Barbara community. 

In past years, the Old Mission has alter-
natively served as a mission, a boarding 
school, a bishopric, a theological seminary, a 
museum, a private residence, a retreat center, 
and a parish church. After the devastating 
earthquake of 1925, which destroyed much of 
the towers of the mission, the community ral-
lied in support of the Old Mission by collecting 
pennies and holding benefit concerts all to 
fund the Mission’s restoration. 

Old Mission Santa Barbara, a National His-
toric Landmark, and known as the ‘‘Queen of 
the Missions,’’ continues to serve our commu-
nity by hosting the Old Mission Arts and Crafts 
shows, I Madonnari Festival, the world famous 
Old Spanish Days Fiesta, the blessings of the 
animals, and the Christmas nativity crèche, as 
well as other historic celebrations and commu-
nity gatherings. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in commemorating the 225th anniversary 
of the Old Mission Santa Barbara and the cen-
tral role it continues to play as a cultural and 
historic landmark in the city of Santa Barbara. 
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COMMEMORATING WORLD STROKE 
DAY 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2011 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to commemorate World 
Stroke Day, which was observed on October 
29th. Although I was unable to commemorate 
this day when it occurred, it’s never too late to 
raise awareness about this devastating dis-
ease. 

On average, a stroke occurs every 40 sec-
onds in America, and it’s the fourth leading 
cause of death in our country. A stroke is es-
sentially a ‘‘brain attack’’ that occurs when 
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